
Reader Information Guide
Novel: A House of Forgotten Quests and the Dragons That Lie Within

Approximate Reading Grade Level

• Grade Level: 11th Grade – Undergraduate (Adult)

• Rationale: The novel utilizes a "sprawling" and "dense" Victorian-era prose style. The 
syntax is intentionally rhythmic and formal, mirroring 19th-century literature (e.g., H.G. 
Wells). While the fantastical elements are engaging, the vocabulary—including terms like 
alchemical, architectural sentience, entropy, and recursion—requires a high level of 
reading comprehension and patience.

Recommended Grade Level for Readers

• Recommendation: Upper Young Adult to Adult (Ages 16+)

• Themes and Content: While the book lacks graphic violence or explicit content, its 
primary "antagonists" are abstract concepts: Apathy and Entropy. Younger readers may 
find the pacing deliberate and the philosophical debates between characters like Finch 
and Vane more challenging to follow than a standard action-oriented fantasy.

Trigger Warnings & Sensitive Content

• Existential Dread and Apathy: The novel explores the idea of "Apathy" as a literal, 
destructive force. For sensitive readers, the depiction of the "entropy of the human spirit" 
and the loss of one's creative spark or life purpose might be emotionally heavy.

• Threat of Erasure: The "Syndicate" represents an authoritarian threat that seeks to 
suppress deviation and "erase" parts of the world to maintain order. This involves themes 
of censorship and the loss of individuality.

• Peril and Architectural Traps: The House is sentient and shifting. Characters 
experience moments of disorientation and environmental peril as the "Engine" and the 
House react to their presence.

• Isolation: The characters are often isolated within the sprawling, shifting geography of 
the moor and the House, which may evoke feelings of loneliness or claustrophobia.

Racy, Adult, or Spicy Content

• Synopsis: The novel contains no racy, sexually explicit, or "spicy" content.



• Romance: The relationships are primarily focused on professional respect, shared 
intellectual curiosity, and "found family" dynamics. The bond between characters like 
Eleanor, Finch, and Standish is rooted in mutual persistence and the defense of their 
shared work rather than romantic entanglement.

Themes for Parents of Under-18 Readers

• The Value of "The Error": A central theme is that mistakes and deviations are not 
failures but necessary catalysts for growth and creation. This provides a healthy counter-
narrative to perfectionism.

• Combating Apathy: The book presents creativity and "the quest" as vital defenses 
against a stagnant life. It encourages readers to reclaim their own narratives and stay 
curious.

• Persistence vs. Force: Characters like Eleanor emphasize that true strength lies in 
persistence ("But we will persist") rather than brute force.

• Science and Wonder: The "Engine" and the "Gateway of Recursion" present a world 
where scientific inquiry, alchemy, and magic are intertwined, making intellectual pursuit 
feel adventurous and essential.

• Responsibility for Progress: The ending suggests that individual rebellion against "The 
Syndicate" (or any stifling order) contributes to a larger, universal light.


